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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 April 2007 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office action is in response to the applicant's communication received on 
April 25, 2007. 

2. Claims 1-46 are presented for examination. 

3. The applicant have cancelled claims 47-55. 

4. Applicants' arguments with respect to claims 1-46 have been considered but are 
deemed to be moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claims 1 and 21 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In the applicants' remarks received on April 25, 2007, the applicants have 
argued that the independent claims of the instant application include a result of the 
search that is conducted within the independent claims. However, claim 1 and 21 do 
not include any claim limitations that is a result of a search. Only claims 9, 29, and 41 
include claim limitations that recite a . result of a search. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Stangel 
(Publication No.: US 2007/0073559 A1, priority to provisional application no. 60/247246 
filed November 13, 2000 and 60/714968 filed September 8, 2005). 

8. Regarding Claims 1,9,21, 29, 41 , and 47, Stangel teaches a clinical care 
utilization management system. 

The method and associated system for a clinical care utilization management 
system as taught or suggested by Stangel includes: 

receiving data records (1J0074), wherein each data record includes one or more 
data fields and a field value associated with each data field (1J0083 and 0084); 
searching a plurality of text strings fl|0073); a text-string for each data record (H001 8 
and 0070-0073), wherein each text-string includes one or more text-based data 
descriptors (1J0018 and 0070-0073), such that each data descriptor includes: a field 
descriptor that defines a specific data field within the data record to which the text-string 
is related (1J0018 and 0070-0073), and a value descriptor that defines the field value 
associated with the specific data field (1J0018, 0070-0073, and 0083-0084); 

defining a first target value for each of one or more data fields within a database 
(1J0069-0074) record structure of a database (1J0018, 0070-0073, and 0083-0084); and 
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generating a first result set by identifying one or more text-strings that include a 
value descriptor that is essentially equivalent to at least one of the first target values 
(H0018, 0070-0073, and 0083-0084). 

9. Regarding Claims 2, 12, 22, and 32, Stangel teaches storing the text-strings as a 
text-based data file (H0018, 0070-0073, and 0083-0084). 

10. Regarding Claims 3, 13, 23, and 33, Stangel teaches the means which 
essentially comprises the same means as ASCII file (H0018, 0070-0073, and 0083- 
0084). 

11. Regarding Claims 4, 14, 24, and 34, Stangel teaches a record identifier that 
identifies the data record to which the text-string is related (1J0018, 0070-0073, and 
0083-0084). 

12. Regarding Claims 5, 15, 25, and 35, Stangel teaches each data descriptor 
includes one of characters (U0018, 0070-0073, and 0083-0084). 

1 3. Regarding Claims 6-8, 9-11,1 6-20, 26-28, 30, 31 , 36-40, and 42-46, the 
limitations of these claims have been noted in the rejections above. They are therefore 
rejected as set forth above. 

NAME OF CONTACT 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cheryl Lewis whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
41 13. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-3:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on (571 ) 272-7079. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 
273-8300. 

(571 ) 273-41 1 3 (Use this FAX #, only after approval by Examiner, for 
"INFORMAL" or "DRAFT" communication. Examiners may request that a formal 
paper/amendment be faxed directly to them on occasions.). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist/ Technology Center (571) 272-2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://Dair-direct.uspto.gov . 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 



/ Cheryl Lewis / 

Patent Examiner, A.U. 2167 

July 9, 2007 



